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Pendleton Woolen Mills’ John P. Bishop Elected President of MoCC Board of Directors 
Bishop’s Museum leadership emphasizes the significant history of craft in Oregon  
 
PORTLAND, OR – June 18, 2010 – Museum of Contemporary Craft is pleased to announce the appointment of John P. 
Bishop as the new President of the Board of Directors. He succeeds previous Board President Kathy Abraham, whose 
commitment to the Museum spans decades and who led the Museum’s efforts in the development of a partnership 
with Pacific Northwest College of Art. As the Museum enters the second year of a joint operations agreement with 
PNCA, the Board welcomes a new leader with the background and appreciation for the history of craft in Oregon.  
 
John is Vice President of Pendleton Woolen Mills, a sixth generation family-owned business, well known for woolen 
products including its iconic Indian trade blankets. The depth of historical importance of Pendleton within the legacy 
of Oregon craft history is a valuable perspective that Bishop brings to the Museum Board.   
 
“I was attracted to Museum of Contemporary Craft due to its significant contributions to the community, the 
fundamental influence of the craft tradition on the textile industry and MoCC’s role as a vital cultural resource for the 
region,” said John Bishop, “The educational aspect brought by the partnership with PNCA provides additional 
incentive for me to increase my involvement.”  
 
Some organizations of which John has or currently serves as a governor, director or incorporator include PNCA, 
National Textile Association, and the American Museum of Textile History. He has contributed time and energy to 
local fundraising efforts for the Ainsworth Foundation and Oregon Humane Society. 
 
About Museum of Contemporary Craft 
Committed to the advancement of craft since 1937, Museum of Contemporary Craft (MoCC) in partnership with 
Pacific Northwest College of Art is one of Oregon’s oldest cultural institutions. Centrally located in Portland’s Pearl 
District, the Museum is nationally acclaimed for its curatorial program and is a vibrant center for investigation and 
dialogue, expanding the definition of craft and the way audiences experience it. 
 
About Pacific Northwest College of Art 
Since its founding in 1909, Pacific Northwest College of Art (PNCA) has become a leader in innovative educational 
programs that connect students to a global perspective in the visual arts and design. In addition to its eight Bachelor 
of Fine Arts degrees, PNCA offers graduate education with an MFA in Visual Studies, as well as an MFA in Applied 
Craft and Design developed in collaboration with the Oregon College of Art and Craft. PNCA is actively involved in 
Portland's cultural life through exhibitions and a vibrant public program of lectures and internationally recognized 
visiting artists, designers and creative thinkers. With the support of PNCA+FIVE (Ford Institute for Visual Education), 
the College has a partnership with the nationally acclaimed Museum of Contemporary Craft. For more information, 
visit www.pnca.edu. 


